"CAMILLE" IS SUGGESTED      383
Every play proposed had some drawback. Mr Palmer suggested " Carnille," and all my objections crowding-to my lips at once, I fairly stammered and spluttered over the expression of them: I hated! hatedi hated! the play! The people who had preceded me in it were too great! I should be the merest pigmy beside them I did not think Camille as vulgar and coarse as one great woman had made her — nor so chill and nun-like as another had conceived her to be. And the critics would fall upon me and joyously tear me limb from limb. They would justly cry " Presumption/' and — and — I had no clothes! no, not one stitch had I to wear (of course you will make the usual allowance for an excited woman and not take that literally!) and then, oh, dear! I'm dreadfully
ashamed of myself, but to tell the exact truth, I wept__
for the first and only time in my life — I wept from anger!
We all fumed — we, meaning Mr. Palmer, Mr. Caz-auran, that ferret-faced, mysterious little man, whose clever brain and dramatic instincts made him so valuable about a theatre; and the big, silently observant Mr. Shook, and L Cazauran said he knew all the business of the play and could tell me it, and began with certain things Miss Heron (the greatest Camille America had had) had done, and I indignantly declared I would leave a theatre before I would do as much. I argued it was unnecessary. Camille was not brutal — she had associated with gentlemen, members of the nobility, men who were acquainted with court circles. She would have learned refinement of manners from them. Such brutalities would have shocked and driven away the boyish, clean-hearted Armand. Her very disease made her exquisitely sensitive to music, to beauty, to sentiment. If she repelled, it was with cynicism, sarcasm, her evident knowledge of the world. She allured men by the very refinement of her vice. And as I paused to take breath, Mr. Shock's bass voice was heard for the first time, as he asked, conclusively: " Whom can we get for Armand on .such short notice?"